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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1\. A detection apparatus for the detection of a 

2 fyfr 1 ^ media link embedded in a program comprising: 

3 a iuner tuned to the program; and, 

4 a meter coupled to the tuner and arranged to 

5 detect the mea*ia link embedded in the program tuned by the 
^6 tuner . 



Z:l 2. The detection apparatus of claim 1 wherein 



2 the tuner comprises a scanning tuner. 



3. Thje detection apparatus of claim 2 wherein 
52 the scanning tuner tunes to a plurality of channels, and 



3 wherein the meter |is arranged to detect media links from 

4 programs carried in the tuned channels . 

1 4. The detection apparatus of claim 1 further 

2 comprising a program identifier, wherein the program 

3 identifier is arranged to identify the program directly from 



4 the media link. 
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L 5. The detection apparatus of claim 1 further 
comprising\ a program identifier, wherein the program 
identifier \is arranged to identify the program by accessing 
a content provider. 

6. \ The detection apparatus of claim 1 further 
comprising a brogram identifier, wherein the program 
identifier i si arranged to received a manual identification 
of the prograr 

7. \The detection apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the media link lis a URL. 

8 . fhe detection apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the media link is a code referenced to a URL. 



9. Tpe detection apparatus of claim 1 wherein 
the media link is a trigger. 
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1 \ 10. A data acquisition system for the acquisition 

2 of identifying data from a program comprising: 

3 \a tuner tuned to the program; and, 

^(Jb^ f meter coupled to the tuner and arranged to 

^jfi^ capture firat and second program identifying datum 

6 identif ying\ the program tuned by the tuner, wherein the 

7 first program identifying datum is a media link embedded in 
^8 the program, land wherein the second program identifying 

if 5 ; 1 

datum is a program identifying datum other than a media 

1° link. I • 

1^1 11. 1 The data acquisition system of claim 10 

J 2 wherein the tuper comprises a scanning tuner. 

5 I 

*~ 1 12. iThe data acquisition system of claim 11 

2 wherein the scaJpning tuner tunes to a plurality of channels, 

3 wherein the meter is arranged to capture media links from 

4 programs in the! tuned channels, and wherein the meter is 

5 arranged to capnure second program identifying data 

6 identifying programs in the tuned channels. 
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\ 13. The data acquisition system of claim 10 
further comprising a program identifier arranged to identify 
the program from the first and/or second program identifying 
data . \ 

14 \ The data acquisition system of claim 13 
wherein the program identifier is arranged to identify the 
program by comparing the first and/or second program 
identifying dana to corresponding first and/or second 
reference identifying data. 

15. Tne data acquisition system of claim 10 
wherein the second program identifying datum is a signature 
extracted from the program. 

16. The data acquisition system of claim 10 
wherein the data acquisition system is arranged to keep the 
second program identifying datum only if the meter fails to 
acquire the first program identifying datum. 
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17. The data acquisition system of claim 10 
further comprising a program identifier, wherein the program 
identifier is arranged to identify the program directly from 
the media link. 



18\. The data acquisition system of claim 10 
further comprising a program identifier, wherein the program 
identifier isl arranged to identify the program by accessing 
a content provider. 



19. \The data acquisition system of claim 10 
further comprising a program identifier, wherein the program 
identifier is arranged to receive a manual identification of 
the program. 



20. Tne data acquisition system of claim 10 
wherein the medial link is a URL. 

21. The data acquisition system of claim 10 



wherein the media 



link is a code referenced to a URL. 
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1 22. The data acquisition system of claim 10 

2 wherein the\ media link is a trigger. 

M, V 

1 J 23. \ The data acquisition system of claim 10 

fr \ 

2 wherein the meter is arranged to capture the second program 

3 identifying datum from the program only in the event that 

4 the meter is unable to capture the first program identifying 
□5 datum from the program. 

1 

24 . A program identification system comprising: 

'i L 

^2 a tuner tunable to at least one of a plurality of 

^3 channels; I 

^ ; 4 a meter! coupled to the tuner, wherein the meter is 

5 arranged to detect content ancillary information from a 
lJ I 

p?: 6 program carried in a channel tuned by the tuner and to 

7 extract a broadcast signature from the program; and, 

8 a comparator arranged to compare the broadcast 

9 signature to a reference signature, wherein the reference 

10 signature is selected from a library of reference signatures 

11 based upon the content ancillary information. 
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1 
2 




^25. The program identification system of claim 24 
wherein the content ancillary information is a media link. 



26\ The program identification system of claim 25 
^edia link it 



wherein the rri 



_s a URL, 



1 

:2 



27. tThe program identification system of claim 25 
wherein the media link is a code referenced to a URL. 



28. Tjhe program identification system of claim 25 
.a link is 



wherein the medi 



.s a trigger. 



asw: 



29. Thfe program identification system of claim 24 
wherein the content ancillary information is closed 
captioning information. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



30. The! program identification system of claim 24 
wherein, if the broadcast signature does not have associated 
content ancillary ilnf ormation, the comparator is arranged to 
compare the broadcast signature to a reference signature 
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selected from a library of reference signatures based upon a 
hash code . 



31. The program identification system of claim 24 
wherein tVie reference signature includes an identification 
of the program. 

35- The program identification system of claim 24 
wherein the broadcast signature includes the channel and a 
time at whicfci the broadcast signature is extracted. 

33. \ The program identification system of claim 32 
wherein the reference signature includes an identification 
of the programs 



34 . A method of clustering signatures comprising 
the following: 

a) extracting broadcast signatures from programs; 



b) deb 



the programs; ard, 



cting content ancillary information from 
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6 \ c) comparing one of the broadcast signatures 

7 having content ancillary information associated therewith 

8 only to^pthers of the broadcast signatures having associated 
/ therewith substantially the same content ancillary 

10 information. 

1 3\5 . The method of claim 34 wherein the comparison 

C2 of broadcast signatures comprises the following: 
M*;3 comparing the one broadcast signature to others of 

j/4 the broadcast signatures not having associated therewith any 

5^5 content ancillary information. 

f^l 36. I The method of claim 34 wherein the one 

^2 broadcast signature is a first broadcast signature, and 

! ~ 3 wherein the comparison of broadcast signatures comprises the 

4 following: I 

5 comparing a second broadcast signature to others 

6 of the broadcas : signatures not having content ancillary 

7 information associated therewith, wherein the second 

8 broadcast signature also does not have content ancillary 

9 information associated therewith. 
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37. The method of claim 34 wherein the content 
ancillary information' is a media link. 



3a. The method of claim 37 wherein the media link 



is a URL. 



3 9. I The method of claim 3 7 wherein the media link 
is a code referenced to a URL. 

40. IThe method of claim 37 wherein the media link 
is a trigger. 



41. 'She method of claim 34 wherein the content 
ancillary inforirktion is closed captioning information. 



comparing the one 
signature, where 
a library of ref 
ancillary in 



if orme t 



42. Tike method of claim 34 further comprising 
broadcast signature to a reference 
din the reference signature is selected from 
qrence signatures based on the content 
ion. 
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43. The method of claim 42 wherein the content 
ancillary information is a media link. 



144. The method of claim 43 wherein the media link 



is a URL. 



4B. The method of claim 43 wherein the media link 
is a code referenced to a URL. 



48. The method of claim 43 wherein the media link 



is a trigge] 



471 The method of claim 42 wherein the content 
ancillary information is closed captioning information. 
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